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SUBJECT:DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 

EOR YOUR INEORMATION AND GUIDANCE EOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
PROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEPING FOR 
MARCH II, 1976: 

Q. AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS AWARE, THERE IS A WIDELY CIRCULATED 
RUMOR NOW TO THE EPPECT THAT THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OP 
STATE WHOSE NAME HAS BEEN MENTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
SHEEHAN APPAIR HAS, IS, OR IS ABOUT TO SIGN A PIECE OP 
PAPER TAKING RESPONSIBILITY EOR THE INDISCRETIONS AND ELIM- 
INATING ALL POSSIBLE RESPONSIBILITY OR AUTHORIZATION ON THE 
PART OF THE SECRETARY OP STATE. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT 
ON THAT? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT EOR YOU TODAY AT ALL. 

Q. TOMORROW? 
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A. I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q. HAVE YOU ANY COMMENT ON THE DECISION BY THE BAHRAIN 
GOVERNMENT TO PUT AN END TO THE NAVAL PACILITIES WHICH 
WERE GRANTED TO THE UNITED STATES? AN INTERVIEW BY THE 
POREIGN MINISTER OF BAHREIN TO A KUWAITI PAPER. 

A. I WASN'T AWARE OF THAT INTERVIEW, SO I AM NOT IN A 
POSITION TO GIVE YOU A RESPONSE, I'M APRAID. I WILL CHECK 
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INTO IT IF YOU LIKE. 

Q. YES. HAVE YOU ANYTHING TO SAY ABOUT LEBANON? ARE YOU 
TRYING TO INTERVENE IN LEBANON IN VIEW - 

A. ARE WE TRYING TO INTERVENE? 

Q. ARE YOU PLEASED WITH THE PALESTINIAN'S ACTION THERE. 

ARE YOU AWARE OE IT? HAVE YOU BEEN WARNED BEEOREHAND? 

A. PALESTINIAN ACTION? 

Q. YES. IT SEEMS THE PALESTINIANS ARE IN CHARGE OE 
PUTTING AN END TO THE MILITARY REBELLION. I WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW IE YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN CONSULTED. 

A. I DO NOT HAVE ANY SPECIFIC RESPONSE EOR YOU OTHER THAN 
TO REPEAT WHAT WE HAVE SAID ABOUT OUR SUPPORT EOR 
LEBANESE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND SOVEREIGNTY AND A 
SOLUTION THERE THAT RESPONDS TO THE WISHES OE ALL THE 
PEOPLE OF LEBANON. 

Q. IS IT TRUE THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS CONSIDERING THE 
PROPOSAL BY SOME SENATORS TO CHANGE THE SALE OF C-I30'S 
TO EGYPT FROM A MILITARY SALE TO A COMMERCIAL BASIS? 

A. WE ARE AWARE OF THAT PROPOSAL, BUT I DO NOT REALLY 
HAVE ANYTHING ON IT EOR YOU. WE ARE IN CONSULTATION - 

Q. WHO DO YOU SAY MADE THE PROPOSAL? 

A. I THINK SOME SENATORS - I THINK THREE SENATORS HAVE 
PROPOSED THAT C-I30'S BE SOLD TO EGYPT - THE SIX THAT 
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HAVE BEEN UNDER DISCUSSION HERE IN RECENT DAYS - THROUGH 
COMMERCIAL CHANNELS RATHER THAN THROUGH THE EOREIGN 
MILITARY SALES PROCEDURE. AND MY RESPONSE IS THAT WE ARE 
AWARE OF THAT PROPOSAL; BUT I DO NOT REALLY HAVE ANYTHING 
TO TELL YOU ABOUT IT TODAY. 


Q. WHICH EIGURE DID THESE SENATORS MENTION, THREE OR SIX? 
A. SIX - THREE SENATORS, SIX PLANES. 

Q. IE YOU ARE IN CONSULTATION THEN, YOU ARE CONSIDERING 
THAT OPTION? 

A. I CAN'T SAY THAT FOR A FACT. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


ON BACKGROUND, I THINK IT IS REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT, 
BUT I CAN'T SAY IT FOR A FACT. END BACKGROUND. 

AFTER THE BRIEFING THE FOLLOWING Q AND A WAS POSTED EOR 
THE PRESS: 

Q. HAVE YOU ANY COMMENT ON THE DECISION BY THE BAHRAIN 
GOVERNMENT TO PUT AN END TO THE (U.S.) NAVAL EACILITIES 
WHICH WERE GRANTED TO THE U.S.? (FROM AN INTERVIEW BY 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER OE BAHRAIN APPEARING IN A KUWAIT 
NEWSPAPER.) 

A. THE 1971 STATIONING AGREEMENT PROVIDES THAT EITHER 
PARTY MAY TERMINATE THE AGREEMENT. THE BAHRAIN GOVERN- 
MENT HAS TOLD US THAT IT WOULD LIKE TO PHASE OUT THE 
U.S. NAVY'S MIDEAST FORCE DURING 1977. WE ARE IN CON- 
SULTATION WITH THE BAHRAIN GOVERNMENT ON THIS MATTER 
IN THE SPIRIT OF THE CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS THAT 
HAVE EXISTED BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES OVER MANY YEARS. 

KISSINGER 
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